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e XXXI Reunion de Ministros de QLA &
Nuevo Impulso a la Organizacion

e Ministros de Energia del Caribe
Consolidan Integracion en el Marco
de OLADE

e OLADE se constituye en “pivot” de€ |4
integracion energética de America del
Sur

e Colaboraciones:
Nuevas Fuentes Sustituiran al
Petroleo - Jeque Ahmed Zaki Yamani
Ampliando el Mundo del Petroleo y la
Electricidad - Ing. René G. Ottiz
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Oirganizacién Latincamericana de Encrain « OLADE

El Sector Energético de la
Republica del Paraguavy v su
Proceso de Transformacién en
el Marco de la Integracién

Regional

Discurso pronunciado por el Ministro de Obras Publicas v Comunicaciones del Paraguay, escribano Walter Bower,
en el acto inaugural de la XXX Reunidn de Ministros de OLADE.

Escribano Walier Bower, Ministro de
Obras Publicas v Comunicaciones
del Paraguay

honrado de que nuestro pais haya

sido elegido como sede de esta XX-
Xl Reunion de Ministros de OLADE. El
Sefor Presidente de |3 Repablica, Doctor
Luis Angel Gonzalez Macchi, no puede
acompanarnos en esta importante Reu-
nion  por compromisos  oficiales
asumidos con anterioridad que requisren
SU presencia en el exterior,

E I Gohierno Paraguayo se siente

Estamos sequros que durante el desarro-
llo de este evento serdn analizados a
profundidad los problemas técnicos,
scondmicos, politicos y financieros que
afectan al sector energético. Dentro del
termario seran considerados temas muy
imporiantes como son la integracidn
energetica en Latinoamérica v la disponi-
hilidad de energia para un desarrollo
realmente sustentable.

Histaricamente, el Paraguay ha dado
muestras de su vocacion integracionis-
fa con la puesta en operacion de las
centrales de Haipl v Yacyretd, construi-
das en el marco de cooperacion entre
puehlos que han sabido superar las difi-
cultades propias de la asimetria
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econdmica, buscando llegar a un objeti-
Voo comdn, gue es la satisfaccion
adecuada de sus necesidades energéti-
CAs.

Ante la magnitud de log avances tecno-
IGgicos v de una demanda craciente y
sostenida de la energia en todas sus for-
mas &s indudable que, en todos los pai-
ses del mundo, se estan realizando inten-
tos de colaboracian entre el sector puibli-
co v el sector privado. En este sentido
seran puestas a consideracion de los
participantes en esta Reunidn las pro-
nuestas relativas a los marcos regulato-
rios del sector energético paraguayo a fin
de compartir experiencias sobre esta im-
portants tema,

Muy atinada ha sido la introduccion v la
opinion en este aspecto del sefior Se-
cretario Ejecutivo de OLADE en su
discurso inicial.

Algunos paises han hecho suya la teoria
de una transferencia total de este sector
alas arganizaciones privadas, reservan-
do para el Estado solamente la funcion
requlatoria; en cambio, otros paises no
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“Historicamendte,
el Paraguay ha
dado muestras de
sU vocacion
integracionista
con la puesta en
operacion. de las
centrales de
ltaipu y Yacyreta,
construidas en el
marco de
cooperacion entre
pueblos que han
sabido superar
dificultades... ”
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han considerado que este modelo es-
tructural para el sector energético sea &l
mds conveniente para sus puebios. Par
lo tanto, la definicidn de una palitica a es-
te respecto deberd ser tomada en un
futuro proximo por nuestro pais. razon
par la cual las conclusiones a que se lle-
guen al final de esta Reunion tendran
especial consideracion.

Para un pais en etapa de desarrollo co-
mo la que afronta el Paraguay vy en
atencion, fundamentalmente, a su amplia
oferta de energia eléctrica, es indispensa-
hle analizar todos los aspectos relativos
a la participacion del capital privado en el
desarrollo energético, teniendao en cuen-
ta ademds sus disponibilidades en
materia de equipamiento técnico v del
concurso humana necesario para que
cualquiera de las soluciones que se
adopte ofrezca el maximo nivel da beng-
ficio para el pais.

Dentro del marco politico de plena de-
mocracia reinante en el Paraguay, el
Congreso Nacional deberd asumir 12 al-
tisima responsabilidad de decidir el ca-
ming mas conveniente para los altos in-
tereses nacionales. En ese contexto, se
deberian analizar cuidadosamente los
aspectos técnicos y legales que permi-
tan desarrallar la factibilidad técnica y
econamica del gas natural como un
glemento que fortalezea a los subsecto-
res de electricidad y de hidrocarburos
en nuestro pais.

Muy claramente, el sefior Secretario
Ejecutivo de OLADE ha expuesto algu-
nos indicadores que hablan de cudn
importante es el impacto de la energia
en el desarrollo de nuestros pueblos.
Las estrategias, los modelos y las es-
tructuras deben crecer y deben ir a la
par con 1as posibilidades y 1as realida-
des de nuestros pueblos en un término
puntual y de nuestra comunidad inter-
nacional en un térming mas globaliza-
do.
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Hoy, obviamente, la amarga experiencia
de polarizar el desarrolla y la explotacion
enargética en determinados productos
como el petroleo a todos nos hace refle-
xionar. Estamos viviendao las mismas
horas. los mismos temores y preacupa-
ciones de 1973, durante la guerra de
Yom Kippur. Por lo tanto, ante esa rea-
lidad, es evidente que en el desarrollo
tle esta importante Reunion se analizardn
los factores que creen un equilibrio entre
los distintos modelos de generacion vy
las riquezas que la naturaleza nos da,
porgue éste es un tema de extremo valor
para nuestros paises. Sobre todo v a
pesar de los esfuerzos, a pesar del incre-
mento en un 45% en el consumao per
capita de energia eléctrica en América
Latina v el Caribe, como nos ha dicho el
sefior Secretario Ejecutivo, hay una reali-
dad que me permita decirla crudamente,
a pesar de todo, aun no hemos vencido
a la pobreza.

La capacidad y la especializacion técnica
de los participantes en esta Reunidn
aseguran el éxito v las fructiferas conclu-
siones a las que se llegaran al final de fa
misma.

Reitero que estas conclusiones serdn de
invaluable utilidad en el marco de la coo-
peracian entre los pueblos de America
Latina v el Caribe.

Como Ministro de Obras Puablicas de la
Repiblica del Paraguay me complazco
en expresar que los tecnicos formados
durante muchos anos de esfuerzo, de
estudios, de analisis, de aciertos y erro-
res en el campo de la energia, hoy son
orgullo nuestro ante los ojos del mundo
y participan con ustedes en esta Reunidn.

Mo estd demas ofrecerles el corazan, la
calidez y amistad de este pueblo que lu-
cha como todos Ustedes para encontrar
un destino mejor y que hoy les da la bien-
venida a todos los amigos que pisan esta
tierra.



Year 24, number 4, October-MNovember-December 2000

e XXXI Meeting of Ministers of OFADETS
New Impetus for the OrganizatiQmn

e Caribbean Energy Ministers
Consolidate Integration in the
Framework of OLADE
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the Energy Integration of South
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Latin American Enevgy Organization « OLADE

The Energy Sector of the
Republic of Paraguay and Its
Transformation in the
Framework of Regional

Integration

Address delivered by the Minister of Public Works and Communications of Paraguay, Mr. Walter Bower, at the

Waltar Bower, Minister of Public
Warks and Communications of
Faraguay

apening session of the XXX Meeting of Ministers

he Government of Paraguay is
Ttmrmrad that our country has

heen selected to host this XXXI
Meeting of Ministers of OLADE. The
President of the Republic, Dr. Luis
Angel Gonzalez-Macchi, cannot be with
us at this important meeting owing to
previous official commitments requir-
ing his presence abroad.

We are sure that, during the present
gvent, the technical, economic, politi-
cal, and financial problems affecting
the energy sector will be studied in
depth. Among the topics on the agen-
da, very important matters, such as
energy integration in Latin America and
the availability of energy for truly sus-
tainable development, will be consid-
ered.

Historically, Paraguay has proven its
commitment to integration with the
commissioning of the stations of Raip(
and Yacyretd, which were built in the
framework of a cooperation agreement
between nations that have learnt to
overcome difficulties stemming from
their economic asymmetries and have
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striven to reach a commaon objective,
namely, adeguately meeting their ener-
0y needs.

In the view of the magnitude of the
technological progress and a growing
and steady demand for all forms of
energy, there is no doubt that, in all the
countries of the world, attempts are
being made to promote collaboration
between the publie sector and the pri-
vate sector. Regarding this, the pro-
posals for the regulatory frameworks
of Paraguay’s energy sector will be
presented to the participants of the
present Meeting in order to share
experiences on this important subject.

Regarding this, the infreduction and
viewpoint of the Executive Secretary of
OLADE, in his initial address, have
been quite apt.

Some countries have adopted the the-
ory that this sector should be com-
plelely transferred to private-sector
organizations, with only regulatory
functions remaining in the hands of the
State, whereas other countries have
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“Historically,
Paraguay has
proven its
commaitment to
integration
with the
COMMISSIONING
of the stations of
ltarpu and
Yacyreta, which
were built in the
Jramework of a
cooperation
agreement
between nations
that have learnt
lo overcome

difficulties. .. ”

14

nat felt that this structural model for
the energy sector is the maost advisable
for them. Therefore, in the near future
aur country will have to define a policy
regarding this, and because of this the
conclusions that are reached at the end
of the present Meeting will merit spe-
cial consideration,

For a country that is in the develop-
ment stage that Paraguay is currently
tackling and, basically, in view of its
wide range of electric power supply, it
is indispensable that all the aspects
involving the participation of private-
sector capital in energy development
should be analyzed, also bearing in
mind the technical facilities and human
resources it has available so that what-
gver solution is adopted will bring the
maximum amount of benefits for the
country.

Within the fully democratic political
framewark now prevailing in Paraguay,
the National Congress will have to take
over the important responsihility of
deciding which is the most appropriate
course to adopt in the best interests of
the country. In this context, the tech-
nical and legal aspects that permit
developing the technical and economic
feasibility of natural gas as an element
building up the electric power and
hydrocarbons subsectors in our coun-
try will have to be carefully examined.

The Executive Secretary of OLADE has
very clearly described some indicators
that highlight the importance of the
impact af energy on the development
of our people. Strategies, models, and
structures must grow and keep pace
with the potential and reality of aur
people, specifically, and our interna-
tional community in more globalized
terms.

Today, obviously, the hitter experience
of polarizing development and energy
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production in given products such as
Qil has made us all think. We are expa-
riencing the same epoch, the same
fears and concerns as in 1973, when
the Yom Kippur war broke out. There-
fare, in the face of this reality, it is evi-
dent that at this important Meeting the
factors that contribute to striking a bal-
ance between the different models of
generation and the wealth that nature
has given us will be studied, because
this is a topic of the utmost value for
our countries. Above all, despite our
efforts, despite the 45% increase in per
capita consumption of electricity in
Latin America and the Caribbean, as
the Executive Secretary has told us,
there is a reality that | would like to
take the liberty of expressing frankly,
namely, despite everything, we have
not as yet overcome paverty.

The capacity and technical specializa-
tion of the participants of this Mesting
guarantee the success and the fruitful
conclusions that will be reached at the
end.

| would like to reiterate that these con-
clusions will be highly useful in the
framework of cooperation between the
people of Latin America and the
Garibhean.

As Minister of Public Works of the
Republic of Paraguay, | am pleased to
inform that the technical experts that
have been trained over many years of
efforts, studies, analyses, successes
and errors in the energy sector, are
now our pride in the eves of the world
and are participating with you at this
Meeting.

Mesdless to say, we are opening up aur
hearts to you, giving the hospitality
and friendship of our people, who are
strugoling as all of you do to find a bet-
ter future and welcome all the friends
caming to this land.





